
Page 1 of 4 

Bammel World Missions News – 2018 First Quarter 

 

Kenya 

Larry Conway would like to introduce his friend and 
co-worker John who is starting a “street church”  in 

Nairobi. Instead of requiring boys who live on the 
streets to “come to church”, John is taking the word 

of God to them.  

John requested prayers for safety. The neighborhood 
where they will meet has considerable drug traffic 

and other crime.  

And prayers for nice weather during their worship 
time since this is the beginning of Kenya’s rainy 

season.  

Fifteen boys attended the first service. It didn’t rain. 

 

Serbia 

In January, 5000 Bibles arrived in Serbia. All of them were spoken for within 2 weeks of their arrival!  

This is the first complete translation of the Bible from its original languages in the everyday Serbian 

language, and the first Bible in the Serbian language to satisfy the standard of biblical translation in over 
a century. The distribution efforts, carried out through the entire first quarter, were led by Drasko with 

the youth from the Belgrade Church of Christ - Karabuma assisting.   

In March, Drasko was a guest at Prva TV on the morning program (2nd most watched morning program 
in Serbia) where he spoke about the place of the Christian church in a society where ethical standards 

are crumbling. Unbeknownst to Drasko, his presence on the program facilitated the importation of 

Hungarian language teen Bibles from EEM. The Bibles were delayed in customs because written 
approval from the Ministry of Justice - Office for Cooperation with Churches and Religious Communities 

can take two to three months. The customs officials saw Drasko on the program and waived the written 
approval requirement.  

 

Ukraine 

Team Agape has been going to the same Ukrainian 
youth camp since 2005, giving us the unique 

opportunity to watch a generation of campers grow 

into adulthood. One of our campers from 2005 
returned to visit us, bringing her husband and 

daughter – our first "GrandCamper"! 

The team generally distributes 500 Bibles and 
attendant literature each year between the camp and 

what they do in the local village. They are still raising 
money for this year’s trip but have a good team that is 

mostly veterans. 
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Baxter 

 

What would you say if we told you that one of our students 
was a pig farmer before coming to Baxter? Who had 500 

pigs? Who sold every one of those pigs to be able to come 
to Baxter? Who left Cuba a pig farmer three years ago and 

will return in six months a missionary to his own people?  

Baxter students Nelkys and Henry Sori have clearly taken to 
heart “Sell all you have . . .” in order to spread God’s word.  

 

 

Costa Rica 

Marty and Terry Davis and Geoff and 
Sherry Casella were in Costa Rica March 

29th through April 2nd. 

Overall, the work in Costa Rica is going 
well. Carlos is appreciative of our support 

and it is clear that the Costa Rican people 
need a Bible-based Grace-oriented 

message like Carlos provides. His outreach 

opportunities include teaching and 
preaching at church, mentoring other 

members, counseling, and holding 
personal Bible studies. 

 

Baxter is interested in the missionary model we have established in Costa Rica, as an approach they 

want to adopt in their training of preachers. They have also asked Car los to come to Honduras to teach a 
multi-day seminar, which he will do in the near future on the book of Acts.  

Juan Carlos Garcia, along with his wife and children, are a Nicaraguan family doing a Baxter Institute 

internship in Costa Rica. He is well respected for his knowledge, personality, and humble spirit, and is 
working with both the Heredia and San Rafael churches. He is currently teaching a series of lessons 

concerning eldership and has organized small group Bible studies in various members’ homes as  a 
means of outreach in different neighborhoods.  

Juan Carlos will still have a few months after his internship to finish his work at Baxter  and be deployed 

as a missionary. He is open to ministry wherever God leads him but also has a desire to return to 
Nicaragua. 

Heredia: The Heredia auditorium was remodeled to seat more people so is now more comfortable, but 

it is still a full auditorium. Freddy Astorga’s son (Freddy first planted the church in Heredia) is now an 
architect and has designed a multi-phase remodeling plan that will eventually add a second story for 

classrooms and an auditorium for 200 people. The church is raising funds for this among themselves.  

San Rafael:  The San Rafael church continues to meet in Carlos’ home on Sunday evening  with normally 
about 25 in attendance. Many of these are Nicaraguan immigrants, and Carlos does a lot of ministry 

with the migrant community. The church would like to save up for a place to rent for worship but will 
also use some of their funds for benevolence. 
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Croatia 

Nine Bammel members traveled to Croatia and Serbia to encourage and support the work of our 
missionaries there. Since the trip extended into April (and since they’re just now back home so haven’t 

completed trip reports), details will be included in World Missions Second Quarter Report.  

Sneak preview:  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Serbian and Croatian teens singing at the   Bob Klemm praying for some of the ministers in Croatia  

Family retreat in Crikvenica. 
 

 
Cuba 

Although Bammel does not directly support a missionary in Cuba, we do contribute a small amount of 

financial help to Great Cities Missions whose vision is “to see a ‘main avenue’ church planted in every 
major city of the Latin World.” And GCM is currently supporting Yosbel and Dianelys Sori in Guinas, 

Cuba. Yosbel and Dianelys are expecting a baby. Their first pregnancy ended in miscarriage, so please 
keep them in prayer for peace during this time, and that they are blessed with a full -term healthy child. 

 

Eastern European Missions (EEM) 

EEM’s Board of Directors has moved spiritual oversight for EEM from the Prestoncrest Church in Dallas 

to the A&M Church of Christ in College Station. Four of the ten A&M Church elders have been to Eastern 
Europe, and the Aggies for Christ college life ministry that is sponsored by this church has approximately 

700 Aggies who are eager to serve. 
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El Salvador 

Although Marco may not “Go into all the world and preach the gospel”, his evangelism certainly extends 

far beyond the walls of the Atiquizaya church building, including: 

 Working with the group of preachers making plans for a large fellowship and three family seminars 

with all churches of the west area of El Salvador 

 Ongoing work with the National Committee of Preachers to plan a great National Seminar that will 

be celebrated later this year 

 Participation with the Chalchuapa Church with their first evangelistic campaign 

 Hosting the Santa Ana celebrating marriage event at his house. 

 

And at the Atiquizaya church, our new sisters in Christ, 

Mom and daughter Ana Margarita Torrez and Yuri 

Torrez, were baptized in February. 

 

And finally, Marco has a specific prayer request.  

I would like to make a special request. To pray for 
protection here in Atiquizaya, the crime and violence 

has increased, and for that reason since 4 months ago 

some of the families of Atiquizaya have to translate to 
others cities, and still doing. But we believe God that will 

stop on our Country, because only him has the power to 
stop the violence. 

 

 

 

Guatemala 

Byron Huertas has been in an accident and has serious injury to one eye. He is scheduled for surgery on 
Monday, April 16, to repair a detached retina. Please keep Byron and his family in prayer.  


