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Bammel World Missions News – 2019 Second Quarter 

Croatia 

Annual Summer camps in Croatia provide opportunity for growth and encouragement within the Chri s-
tian community, and for evangelism. Church of Christ members gather with friends, and with members 

of other Christian denominations, for daily prayer sessions, spiritual seminars, small group studies, and 
activities for children. Camps usually last a week. 

 “Brezje Camp” is a local work of Varazdin Church of Christ that was started 10 years ago in the small 

village of Brezje in northern Croatia.  

 “Varazdin Camp” is a unique opportunity for children to invite their friends to the church building 

for meaningful, Christ-centered (and at the same time fun) fellowship after school ends.  

The Varazdin Church has been working very hard to create this gathering every year because city 

children are not so much open to attending non-Catholic Church activity. Varazdin members believe 

that with the right approach, they can make this camp a tradition. 

 “Champs Camp” (pictured below) is the biggest evangelizing project for teens. Brothers and sisters 

from Kuslanova Church and Bible Institute share Jesus every June with the teens in the nation’s capi-
tal. This year, Champs Camp had assistance from the Crestview Church of Christ in Waco, Texas. 

 

Croatia for Christ 

On May the 1st, Andrĳa (Andrew) was watching TV at his home. He saw The Story of Redemption TV se-

ries, called our toll free number on the screen, and ordered a free copy of the New Testament provided 

by EEM.  

Along with the New Testament, he was sent a copy of Croatia for Christ’s Family Magazine and an invita-

tion letter to the local church. Andrĳa came to the Varazdin  Church the very next Sunday and from that 

Sunday on, has been a regular visitor. After almost two months, he decided to be baptized into Christ 
Jesus. 

Croatia for Christ’s TV ministry has been broadcasting Christian  messages for one year and three 

months. It is because of faithful support for this ministry from U.S. churches and individuals that 
Andrĳa’s eternal life has been saved!!! 
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Eastern European Missions (EEM) 

The Kotor diocese in Montenegro (where EEM put Bibles a year ago) 
organized a public reading of the Children’s Bible in several Catholic 

Churches. Children who received their personal copies of the Bible 

have read the whole book through, publicly in front of the churches.  

Some children who were shy or embarrassed to read aloud, stood 

next to their parents who read it on behalf of their child. 

Members of EEM’s staff spent time with Jura in Croatia to discuss 
their current and future partnership and to visit the Bible Institute in 

Zagreb, Sisak Diocese and Djakovo Diocese.  

 

El Salvador 

After their heartbreaking experience with “ . . . Where thieves break in and steal . . .” , the Atiquizaya 
church has completed repairs to and fortification of their building. An open patio, common to buildings 

in the area, enabled criminals to climb over a wall into the building  and carry out audio equipment, fur-
niture, and other property.  

Thanks to generous contributions from Bammel members, the patio is now protected with wood and 

steel beams, walls are strengthened, and better locks to rooms within the building have been installed. 

  

And more good news from Atiquizaya: 

 A sister there received life saving breast cancer surgery, with the help of Bammel’s financial support 

 Atiquizaya’s evangelistic efforts have resulted in four baptisms this quarter 

God is Good 

Guatemala 

Work in Guatemala this quarter included: 

1. Collaboration with World Vision on a special activity for young people with the theme "Serving God 

through my neighbor"  
2. Mother’s Day celebration and Women’s Connection Groups  

3. Special visit to a local kindergarten 
4. “Hands of Love” program with brother and sisters from Edmond Church of Christ and Oklahoma 

Christian University 
5. Visit to provide support and encouragement at an Alcoholics Anonymous meeting 

6. Worship and fellowship with cell groups in the area around La Union  
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Kenya 

During their recent furlough time in the U.S. Larry and Hollye visited with Bammel members and did a 
Sunday class-time presentation about their work in Africa. 

That work has recently included facilitating a mission effort to Tanzania. Larry met with the Western 

Kenya Mission Committee and with leaders of various churches around Nairobi. His message to them: 
Rather than letting U.S. churches always have the blessing of supporting mission work, let’s claim 

some of that blessing for ourselves. So churches in and around Nairobi are sponsoring a man and wife 

team to work with a tribe in Tanzania.  

Tanzania’s overall population of 55 million is about 61% Christian, but in this tribe of about 158,000 

people, just 4% are Christian. Polygamy and witch doctors are common. There are no printed Bibles in 

their language, and the tribe’s literacy rate is only 1%. Clearly this field is ripe for harvest. And just as 
clearly, the harvest could use some help. 

Yes! You can help with the work in Tanzania. Solar-powered MP3 players with the entire Bible translated 

into the Datooga language are available for $50 each. If you would like to help with this challenging new 
work, Larry and Hollye are accepting donations to purchase the players and get them into the field.  

Mexico 

After years of renting property, dreaming, saving, planning! April 30 was the official ground-breaking day 
at Alborada. Then on May 5th, Alborada members met on site under a tent for worship and a ceremonial 

setting of the first (corner) stone. Bammel is blessed to be a small part of this church’s amazing progress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serbia 

Preparation is underway for the annual Drina Camp, the one event each year where Serbian Christians 

have opportunity to get together and encourage one another through daily prayer sessions, spiritual 
seminars and small group studies.  

This camp has been held annually for the last six years and has become a tradition that is looked forward 

to each year. It is held at the beautiful river Drina in western Serbia on the border with Bosnia and Her-
zegovina in a facility owned by the Valjevo Church of Christ. Christians from all over Serbia and sur-

rounding countries are invited to attend.  

The 2019 summer camp will be held during the first and second week in August.  
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Baxter 

Baxter welcomes mission groups! And is blessed every year by the servant-hearts that come to serve 
Baxter and the people of Honduras because of the love of Christ.  

Excerpts from Baxter’s Facebook posts:  

Memorial Road - 77 Strong Arrived! High school juniors and seniors along with parents and friends come to 

work, build, serve, and learn. What an example - what a blessing! 

The first two groups of the summer have come and gone! We are so thankful for the Sunshine and Del City 

groups who . . . come down to serve Baxter and the Honduran people in many different ways.  

Small group, big impact! A group of twelve from Blacksburg, Virginia left this morning. They worked all last 

week painting the married apartments, helping a member of the Guanacaste congregation, visiting Jóvenes 

en Camino, and building relationships with our students.  

Sharing cultures, sharing stories! A group from Hendersonville, TN arrived on Friday and have had the o p-

portunity to build relationships with people in different places, including with our students at Baxter!  

The Clifton group from Tennessee comes down every year to pass out food bags to local communities, build 

houses, and visit the hospital to give out food and visit with the patients. They also have a d inner on campus 

to get to know the students; play with the kids; and give away shampoo, soap, clothes, food, and other items 

that the students can use. 

Have you thought about Bammel’s sending a group to Baxter? 
Check out http://www.baxterinstitute.org/missions/short-term-missions/ for more information. 

Or email Baxtergroups@gmail.com! 

Costa Rica 

Since Heredia is only four hours away by bus from the Nicaraguan border, some of the families and indi-
viduals seeking escape from the political instability, crime, and desperate economic and social condi-

tions in Nicaragua look for refuge in Costa Rica.  

And they are warmly welcomed by the churches in Heredia and San Rafael. Members at both locations 
gladly share their resources while the newcomers secure their refugee status, solve special issues and 

find jobs to survive on their own.  

Surviving on their own, however, can be disheartening. Unemployment rate is already high in Costa Rica. 
If they find a job it is likely a low-paying temporary job where unskilled labor is required.  

 One young woman, for example (3-months pregnant with her second child when she came to Costa 
Rica), worked picking coffee beans and gave birth to her baby while living in a workers barrack on a 

coffee plantation in Heredia. The whole church in Heredia kept an eye on her and later on, relatives 
came to her rescue; took her to the province of Alajuela, where the church members there are tak-

ing care of her. 

 Another family was given food for a two-week period but explained that they don’t want to be 

helped with hand outs forever. They needed help getting merchandise to try making a living by ped-
dling goods on the streets of Heredia or San José. There are Nicaraguan members who attend San 

Rafael doing this and have been successful at making a decent living. 

 And one brave lady who struggles every day to make it through the day, never misses a worship se r-
vice and expresses her gratitude by bringing tortillas with cheese for the church to enjoy at the co f-

fee break between Sunday school and the Worship Service.  

 
When the Lord said “I was hungry and you fed Me; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in”,  Heredia 

and San Rafael churches listened. And obeyed. 
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